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Georges Bataille Michel Surya 2002 Translated by Krzysztof Filjalkowski and Michael Richardson Winner of
the 1987 Prix Goncourt for Biography Georges Bataille (1897–1962), philosopher, writer and founder of the
influential literary review Critique, had an enormous impact on the thinking of Foucault, Derrida and
Baudrillard, and his ideas have been the subjets of recent debates in a wide range of disciplines. In this
acclaimed intellectual biography Michel Surya enters into a complicity with Bataille's oeuvre to provide a
detailed exposition of its themes as they developed against the backdrop of his life. The essence of Bataille's
life and work were defined by transience and effacement, reflecting a will both to contest the impermanence
of things and to confront death. His troubled childhood, his relationships with surrealism and his paradoxical
position at the heart of twentieth-century French thought are enriched here with testimonies from Bataille's
closest acquaintances, making this a vivid and detailed study. Revealing the contexts in which he worked,
and the ways in which his work and ideas took shape, Surya sheds essential light on a figure Foucault
described as "one of the most important writers of the century."
Religion after Religion Steven M. Wasserstrom 1999-11-15 By the end of World War II, religion appeared
to be on the decline throughout the United States and Europe. Recent world events had cast doubt on the
relevance of religious belief, and modernizing trends made religious rituals look out of place. It was in this
atmosphere that the careers of Scholem, Eliade, and Corbin--the twentieth century's legendary scholars in
the respective fields of Judaism, History of Religions, and Islam--converged and ultimately revolutionized how
people thought about religion. Between 1949 and 1978, all three lectured to Carl Jung's famous Eranos circle
in Ascona, Switzerland, where each in his own way came to identify the symbolism of mystical experience as
a central element of his monotheistic tradition. In this, the first book ever to compare the paths taken by
these thinkers, Steven Wasserstrom explores how they overturned traditional approaches to studying
religion by de-emphasizing law, ritual, and social history and by extolling the role of myth and mysticism. The
most controversial aspect of their theory of religion, Wasserstrom argues, is that it minimized the binding
character of moral law associated with monotheism. The author focuses on the lectures delivered by
Scholem, Eliade, and Corbin to the Eranos participants, but also shows how these scholars generated broader
interest in their ideas through radio talks, poetry, novels, short stories, autobiographies, and interviews. He
analyzes their conception of religion from a broadly integrated, comparative perspective, sets their
distinctive thinking into historical and intellectual context, and interprets the striking success of their
approaches.
Erotism Georges Bataille 1986-10 Reprint. Originally published: Death and sensuality. New York: Walker,
1962.
Literature and Evil Georges Bataille 1973
Democracy in crisis Stella Gaon 2013-07-19 This volume explores the political implications of violence and
alterity (radical difference) for the practice of democracy, and reformulates the possibility of community that
democracy is said to entail. Most significantly, contributors intervene in traditional democratic theory by
boldly contesting the widely-held assumption that increased inclusion, tolerance and cultural recognition are
democracy's sufficient conditions. Rather than simply inquiring how best to expand the 'demos', they
investigate how claims to self-determination, identity and sovereignty are a problem for democracy and how,
paradoxically, alterity may be its greatest strength. Drawing largely on the Left, continental tradition,
contributions include an appeal to the tension between fear and love in the face of anti-Semitism in Poland,
injunctions to rethink the identity-difference binary and the ideal of 'mutual recognition' that dominate
liberal-democratic thought, critiques of the canonical 'we' that constitutes the democratic community, and a
call for an ethics and a politics of 'dissensus' in democratic struggles against racist and sexist oppression.

The authors mobilise some of the most powerful critical insights emerging across the social sciences and
humanities – from anthropology, sociology, critical legal studies, Marxism, psychoanalysis and critical race
theory and post-colonial studies – to reconsider the meaning and the possibility of 'democracy' in the face of
its contemporary crisis. The book will be of direct interest to students and scholars interested in cutting-
edge, critical reflection on the empirical phenomenon of increased violence in the West provoked by radical
difference, and on theories of radical political change.
Georges Bataille Bejamin Noys 2000-05-20 A concise guide to the life and work of the French intellectual
Georges Bataille, best known as the author of the celebrated The Story of the Eye.
Religious Faith, Ideology, Citizenship V. Geetha 2020-11-29 This book looks at the triadic relations between
faith, the state and political actors, and the ideas that move them. It comprises a set of essays on diverse
histories and ideas, ranging from Gandhian civic action to radical free thought in colonial India, from
liberation theologies, that take their cue from specific and lived experiences of oppression and humiliation, to
the universalism promised by an expansive Islam. Deploying gender and caste as the central analytical
categories, these essays suggest that equality and justice rest on the strength and vitality of the exchanges
between the worlds of the civic, the religious and the state, and not on their strict separation. Going beyond
time-honoured dualities — between the secular and the communal (especially in the Indian context), or the
secular and the pre-modern — the book joins the lively debates on secularism that have emerged in the 21st
century in West, South and South-east Asia.
Understanding Theories of Religion Ivan Strenski 2015-03-30 Featuring comprehensive updates and
additions, the second edition of Understanding Theories of Religion explores the development of major
theories of religion through the works of classic and contemporary figures. • A new edition of this
introductory text exploring the core methods and theorists in religion, spanning the sixteenth-century
through to the latest theoretical trends • Features an entirely new section covering religion and
postmodernism; race, sex, and gender; and religion and postcolonialism • Examines the development of
religious theories through the work of classic and contemporary figures from the history of anthropology,
sociology, psychology, philosophy, and theology • Reveals how the study of religion evolved in response to
great cultural conflicts and major historical events • Student-friendly features include chapter introductions
and summaries, biographical vignettes, a timeline, a glossary, and many other learning aids
Sacred Revolutions Michèle H. Richman 2002
On Nietzsche Georges Bataille 2015-09-23 A poetic, philosophical, and political account of Nietzsche�s
importance to Bataille, and of Bataille�s experience in Nazi-occupied France. Georges Bataille wrote On
Nietzsche in the final months of the Nazi occupation of France in order to cleanse the German philosopher of
the �stain of Nazism.� More than merely a treatise on Nietzsche, the book is as much a work of ethics in
which thought is put to the test of experience and experience pushed to its limits. At once personal and
political, it was written as an act of war, its publication contingent upon the German retreat. The result is a
poetic and philosophical�and occasionally harrowing�record of life during wartime. Following Inner
Experience and Guilty, On Nietzsche is the third volume of Bataille�s Summa Atheologica. Haunted by the
recognition that �existence cannot be at once autonomous and viable,� herein the author yearns for
community from the depths of personal isolation and transforms Nietzsche�s will to power into his own will to
chance. This new translation includes Memorandum, a selection of 280 passages from Nietzsche�s works
edited and introduced by Bataille. Originally published separately, Bataille planned to include the text in
future editions of On Nietzsche. This edition also features the full notes and annotations from the French
edition of Bataille�s Oeuvres Complètes, as well as an incisive introductory essay by Stuart Kendall that
situates the work historically, biographically, and philosophically.
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Adorno and the Need in Thinking Colin J. Campbell 2007-01-01 Few intellectual figures of the twentieth
century dealt with such a vast scope of subjects as Theodor Adorno (1903-1969). His insights, therefore, lend
themselves to critical overview as many have cross-disciplinary relevance, appealing to scholars from a
variety of backgrounds. Adorno and the Need in Thinking examines questions dealt with in the works of
Adorno, offering a glimpse at the development of his complex thought. This collection of essays, though
dealing with different topics from section to section, is unified by the idea that, at least in the English-
speaking world, there are numerous facets of Adorno's work that have been hitherto neglected in terms of
critical scholarship. Adorno and the Need in Thinking addresses these forgotten nuances, whether they apply
to questions of politics, language, metaphysics, aesthetics, ecology, or several of these at once. Also
included for the first time in English is Adorno's important early essay, "Theses on the Language of the
Philosopher." At a time when Adorno scholarship is on the rise, this collection sheds light on new areas of
critical research, adding another dimension to the existing literature on this most important intellectual.
The Bataille Reader Fred Botting 1997-09-09 Since the publication in France of his Oeuvres Completes in the
mid-1970s, the breadth of Bataille's writing and influence has become increasingly apparent across the
disciplines in, for example, the fields of literature, art, art history, philosophy, critical theory, sociology,
economics, and anthropology.
Sacrifice in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam David L. Weddle 2017-09-19 An examination of the practice and
philosophy of sacrifice in three religious traditions In the book of Genesis, God tests the faith of the Hebrew
patriarch Abraham by demanding that he sacrifice the life of his beloved son, Isaac. Bound by common
admiration for Abraham, the religious traditions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam also promote the practice
of giving up human and natural goods to attain religious ideals. Each tradition negotiates the moral
dilemmas posed by Abraham’s story in different ways, while retaining the willingness to perform sacrifice as
an identifying mark of religious commitment. This book considers the way in which Jews, Christians, and
Muslims refer to “sacrifice”—not only as ritual offerings, but also as the donation of goods, discipline,
suffering, and martyrdom. Weddle highlights objections to sacrifice within these traditions as well, presenting
voices of dissent and protest in the name of ethical duty. Sacrifice forfeits concrete goods for abstract
benefits, a utopian vision of human community, thereby sparking conflict with those who do not share the
same ideals. Weddle places sacrifice in the larger context of the worldviews of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, using this nearly universal religious act as a means of examining similarities of practice and
differences of meaning among these important world religions. This book takes the concept of sacrifice
across these three religions, and offers a cross-cultural approach to understanding its place in history and
deep-rooted traditions.
Museums and Photography Elena Stylianou 2016-12-08 Museums and Photography combines a strong
theoretical approach with international case studies to investigate the display of death in various types of
museums—history, anthropology, art, ethnographic, and science museums – and to understand the changing
role of photography in museums. Contributors explore the politics and poetics of displaying death, and more
specifically, the role of photography in representing and interpreting this difficult topic. Working with nearly
20 researchers from different cultural backgrounds and disciplines, the editors critically engage the recent
debate on the changing role of museums, exhibition meaning-making, and the nature of photography. They
offer new ways for understanding representational practices in relation to contemporary visual culture. This
book will appeal to researchers and museum professionals, inspiring new thinking about death and the role
of photography in making sense of it.
The Ideology of Tyranny G. Preparata 2007-09-14 The book ascribes the late state of paralysis affecting
dissent in America to the adoption of a peculiar gospel of divisiveness, which was promoted in the Eighties
by importing from France the "theories" of philosopher Michel Foucault.
Bataille's Peak Allan Stoekl 2007 As the price of oil climbs toward $100 a barrel, our impending post-fossil
fuel future appears to offer two alternatives: a bleak existence defined by scarcity and sacrifice or one in
which humanity places its faith in technological solutions with unforeseen consequences. Are there other
ways to imagine life in an era that will be characterized by resource depletion? The French intellectual
Georges Bataille saw energy as the basis of all human activity—the essence of the human—and he
envisioned a society that, instead of renouncing profligate spending, would embrace a more radical type of

energy expenditure: la dpense, or “spending without return.” In Bataille’s Peak, Allan Stoekl demonstrates
how a close reading of Bataille—in the wake of Giordano Bruno and the Marquis de Sade— can help us
rethink not only energy and consumption, but also such related topics as the city, the body, eroticism, and
religion. Through these cases, Stoekl identifies the differences between waste, which Bataille condemned,
and expenditure, which he celebrated. The challenge of living in the twenty-first century, Stoekl argues, will
be to comprehend—without recourse to austerity and self-denial—the inevitable and necessary shift from a
civilization founded on waste to one based on Bataillean expenditure. Allan Stoekl is professor of French and
comparative literature at Penn State University. He is the author of Agonies of the Intellectual: Commitment,
Subjectivity, and the Performative in the Twentieth-Century French Tradition and translator of Bataille’s
Visions of Excess: Selected Writings, 1927–1939 (Minnesota, 1985).
Death and Sensuality Georges Bataille 2011-10-01
Lacan and the Environment Clint Burnham 2021-07-15 In this exciting new collection, leading and
emerging Lacanian scholars seek to understand what psychoanalysis brings to debates about the
environment and the climate crisis. They argue that we cannot understand climate change and all of its
multifarious ramifications without first understanding how our terrifying proximity to the real undergirds our
relation to the environment, how we mistake lack for loss and mourning for melancholy, and how we seek to
destroy the same world we seek to protect. The book traces Lacan’s contribution through a consideration of
topics including doomsday preppers, forest suicides, Indigenous resistance, post-apocalyptic films, the
mathematics of climate science, and the relevance of Kant. They ask: What can you do if your neighbour is a
climate change denier? What would Bartleby do? Does the animal desire? Who is cleaning up all the garbage
on the internet? Why is the sudden greening of the planet under COVID-19 no help whatsoever? It offers a
timely intervention into Lacanian theory, environmental studies, geography, philosophy, and literary studies
that illustrates the relevance of psychoanalysis to current social and environmental concerns.
Teoría de la religión Georges Bataille 1998 El ambito de lo religioso se opone al de lo utilitario, a la pura
funcionalidad instrumental: por medio del sacrificio, un objeto es arrancado del reino de las herramientas y
trasladado al mundo soberano de los dioses y los mitos, al mundo de la generosidad violenta y sin calculo, al
que intimamente pertenece cada hombre. El dios del bien, fundamento de la moralidad, reinstaura el orden
alterado por la violencia azarosa mediante el empleo de otra violencia contraria, haciendose asi, en cierto
modo, deudor del crimen...
The Accursed Share, Volume I Georges Bataille 1988-06-01 In this important work, Georges Bataille uses his
novel economic theory as the basis for an incisive inquiry into the very nature of civilization. He introduces
here his concept of the accursed share, the surplus energy that any system, natural or cultural, must
expend; it is this expenditure, according to Bataille, that most clearly defines a society. His examples include
sacrifice among the Aztecs, potlatch among the Northwest Coast Indians, military conquest in Islam, and
Buddhist monasticism in Tibet. In this way, Bataille proposes a theory of a “general economy” based on
excess and exuberance that radically revises conventional economic models of scarcity and utility. A brilliant
blend of economics and aesthetics, ethics and anthropology, The Accursed Share provides an excellent
introduction to Bataille’s philosophic work. It will be of particular interest not only to readers of his fiction and
essays but also to cultural theorists, anthropologists, and economists of all schools.
Theory of Religion Georges Bataille 1989 Theory of Religion brings to philosophy what Bataille's earlier
book, The Accursed Share, brought to anthropology and history; namely, an analysis based on notions of
excess and expenditure. Bataille brilliantly defines religion as so many different attempts to respond to the
universe's relentless generosity. Framed within his original theory of generalized economics and based on his
masterly reading of archaic religious activity, Theory of Religion constitutes, along with The Accursed Share,
the most important articulation of Bataille's work. Georges Bataille (1897-1962), founder of the French
review Critique, wrote fiction and essays on a wide range of topics. His books in English translation include
Story of the Eye, Blue of Noon, Literature and Evil, Manet and Erotism. Robert Hurley is the translator of The
History of Sexuality by Michel Foucault and cotranslator of Anti Oedipus by Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari.
Distributed for Zone Books.
Negative Ecstasies Jeremy Biles 2015-08-03 Despite Georges Bataille’s acknowledged influence on major
poststructuralist thinkers—including Foucault, Derrida, Kristeva, Lacan, Baudrillard, and Barthes—and his
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prominence in literary, cultural, and social theory, rarely has he been taken up by scholars of religion, even
as issues of the sacred were central to his thinking. Bringing together established scholars and emerging
voices, Negative Ecstasies engages Bataille from the perspective of religious studies and theology, forging
links with feminist and queer theory, economics, secularism, psychoanalysis, fat studies, and ethics. As these
essays demonstrate, Bataille’s work bears significance to contemporary questions in the academy and vital
issues in the world. We continue to ignore him at our peril.
Guilty Georges Bataille 2011-01-01 A searing personal record of spiritual and communal crisis, wherein the
death of god announces the beginning of friendship.
Theory for Religious Studies William E. Deal 2004 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
The Thirst for Annihilation Nick Land 2002-11-01 An important literary and philosophical figure, Georges
Bataille has had a significant influence on other French writers, such as Foucault, Derrida and Baudrillard.
The Thirst for Annihilation is the first book in English to respond to Bataille's writings. In no way, though, is
Nick Land's book an attempt to appropriate Bataille's writings to a secular intelligibility or to compromise
with the aridity of academic discourse - rather, it is written as a communion . Theoretical issues in
philosophy, sociology, psychodynamics, politics and poetry are discussed, but only as stepping stones into
the deep water of textual sacrifice where words pass over into the broken voice of death. Cultural modernity
is diagnosed down to its Kantian bedrock with its transcendental philosophy of the object, but Bataille's
writings cut violently across this tightly disciplined reading to reveal the strong underlying currents that bear
us towards chaos and dissolution - the violent impulse to escape, the thirst for annihilation.
The Shared Space of Play Francesca Berti 2023-07-10 The similarities between traditional games in
different regions of the world, from past to present, arouse both awe and curiosity. The playful - yet
educational - discovery of these practices offers the opportunity to observe the experience of play as a space
for similarities between cultures. When research on play conducted with children is enriched by the
recollections of play from parents and grandparents, especially in the context of a multicultural classroom, a
choral narrative emerges, laying down the basis for intercultural education. Children discover the 'shared
space of play', where they can meet and relish, together with teachers, the richness of cultural diversity, and
also learn more about prejudice and Othering processes.
Teoria della religione Georges Bataille 2008
Introduction to the Reading of Hegel Alexandre Kojève 1980 Of the first six chapters of the
Phenomenology of the spirit -- Summary of the course in 1937-1938 -- Philosophy and wisdom -- A note on
eternity, time, and the concept -- Interpretation of the third part of chapter VIII -- A dialectic of the real and
the phenomenological method in Hegel.
Edgework Stephen Lyng 2005 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
Georges Bataille Mark Hewson 2015-12-14 Georges Bataille (1897 - 1962) was a philosopher, writer, and
literary critic whose work has had a significant impact across disciplines as diverse as philosophy, sociology,
economics, art history and literary criticism, as well as influencing key figures in post-modernist and post-
structuralist philosophy such as Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault. In recent years, the number of works
published on Georges Bataille, as well as the variety of contexts in which his work is invoked, has markedly
increased. In Georges Bataille: Key Concepts an international team of contributors provide an accessible
introduction to and survey of Bataille's thought. The editors’ introduction provides an overview of Bataille’s
work, while the chapters in the first section cover the social, political, artistic and philosophical contexts that
shaped his thought. In the second part, each chapter engages with a key theme in Bataille’s philosophy,
including: art, eroticism, evil, inner experience, heterology, religion, sacrifice, and sovereignty. The final
chapter addresses Bataille’s literary writings. Georges Bataille: Key Concepts is an invaluable guide for
students from across the Humanities and Social Sciences, coming to Bataille’s work for the first time.
Contributors: Giulia Agostini, Elisabeth Arnould-Bloomfield, Tiina Arppe, Marcus Coelen, Simonetta Falasca-
Zamponi, Patrick ffrench, Marina Galletti, Nadine Hartmann, Mark Hewson, Andrew Hussey, Stuart Kendall,
Claire Nioche, Gerhard Poppenberg, and Michèle Richman.
The Absence of Myth Georges Bataille 2020-05-05 For Bataille, the absence of myth had itself become the

myth of the modern age. In a world that had lost the secret of its cohesion, Bataille saw surrealism as both a
symptom and a beginning of an attempt to address this loss. His writings on this theme are the result of a
profound reflection in the wake of World War Two. The Absence of Myth is the most incisive study yet made
of surrealism, insisting on its importance as a cultural and social phenomenon with far-reaching
consequences. Clarifying Bataille's links with the surrealist movement, and throwing revealing light on his
complex and greatly misunderstood relationship with Andre Breton, The Absence of Myth shows Bataille to
be a much more radical figure than his postmodernist devotees would have us believe: a man who
continually tried to extend Marxist social theory; a pessimistic thinker, but one as far removed from nihilism
as can be.
The Accursed Share: Consumption Georges Bataille 1988 Most Anglo-American readers know Bataille as
a novelist. The "Accursed Share "provides an excellent introduction to Bataille the philosopher. Here he uses
his unique economic theory as the basis for an incisive inquiry into the very nature of civilization. Unlike
conventional economic models based on notions of scarcity, Bataille's theory develops the concept of excess:
a civilization, he argues, reveals its order most clearly in the treatment of its surplus energy. The result is a
brilliant blend of ethics, aesthetics, and cultural anthropology that challenges both mainstream economics
and ethnology. The three volumes of "The Accursed Share" address what Georges Bataille sees as the
paradox of utility: namely, if being useful means serving a further end, then the ultimate end of utility can
only be uselessness. The first volume, the only one published before Bataille's death, treated this paradox in
economic terms, showing that "it is not necessity but its contrary, luxury, that presents living matter and
mankind with their fundamental problems." In the second and third volumes, "The History of Eroticism" and
"Sovereignty", Bataille explores the same paradox of utility from an anthropological and an ethical
perspective, respectively. "The History of Eroticism" analyzes the fears and fascination, the prohibitions and
transgressions attached to the realm of eroticism as so many expressions of the "uselessness" of erotic life.
In the third volume, Bataille raises the ethical problems of sovereignty, of "the independence of man relative
to useful ends."
Sensible Ecstasy Amy Hollywood 2010-01-15 Sensible Ecstasy investigates the attraction to excessive
forms of mysticism among twentieth-century French intellectuals and demonstrates the work that the figure
of the mystic does for these thinkers. With special attention to Georges Bataille, Simone de Beauvoir, Jacques
Lacan, and Luce Irigaray, Amy Hollywood asks why resolutely secular, even anti-Christian intellectuals are
drawn to affective, bodily, and widely denigrated forms of mysticism. What is particular to these thinkers,
Hollywood reveals, is their attention to forms of mysticism associated with women. They regard mystics such
as Angela of Foligno, Hadewijch, and Teresa of Avila not as emotionally excessive or escapist, but as unique
in their ability to think outside of the restrictive oppositions that continue to afflict our understanding of
subjectivity, the body, and sexual difference. Mystics such as these, like their twentieth-century
descendants, bridge the gaps between action and contemplation, emotion and reason, and body and soul,
offering new ways of thinking about language and the limits of representation.
The Cradle of Humanity Georges Bataille 2005 A radically interdisciplinary inquiry into the origins of human
consciousness, community, and potential.
Animal Narratology Joela Jacobs 2020-12-15 Animal Narratology interrogates what it means to narrate, to
speak—speak for, on behalf of—and to voice, or represent life beyond the human, which is in itself as
different as insects, bears, and dogs are from each other, and yet more, as individual as a single mouse,
horse, or puma. The varied contributions to this interdisciplinary Special Issue highlight assumptions about
the human perception of, attitude toward, and responsibility for the animals that are read and written about,
thus demonstrating that just as “the animal” does not exist, neither does “the human”. In their zoopoetic
focus, the analyses are aware that animal narratology ultimately always contains an approximation of an
animal perspective in human terms and terminology, yet they make clear that what matters is how the
animal is approximated and that there is an effort to approach and encounter the non-human in the first
place. Many of the analyses come to the conclusion that literary animals give readers the opportunity to
expand their own points of view both on themselves and others by adopting another’s perspective to the
degree that such an endeavor is possible. Ultimately, the contributions call for a recognition of the many
spaces, moments, and modes in which human lives are entangled with those of animals—one of which is
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located within the creative bounds of storytelling.
The Unfinished System of Nonknowledge Georges Bataille 2004-11-01 Keuze uit het werk van de Franse
filosoof (1897-1962).
On Bataille Leslie Anne Boldt-Irons 1995-01-01 Essays on the French writer and critic Georges Bataille, that
examine his thought in relation to Hegel, Nietzsche, and Derrida.
Against Architecture Denis Hollier 1992-02-25 Over the past 30 years the writings of Georges Bataille have
had a profound influence on French intellectual thought, informing the work of Foucault, Derrida, and
Barthes, among others. Against Architecture offers the first serious interpretation of this challenging thinker,
spelling out the profoundly original and radical nature of Bataille's work.
The Tears of Eros Georges Bataille 1989-06 The Tears of Eros is the culmination of Georges Bataille's
inquiries into the relationship between violence and the sacred. Taking up such figures as Giles de Rais,
Erzebet Bathory, the Marquis de Sade, El Greco, Gustave Moreau, Andre Breton, Voodoo practitioners, and
Chinese torture victims, Bataille reveals their common obsession: death. This essay, illustrated with artwork
from every era, was developed out of ideas explored in Erotism: Death and Sexuality and Prehistoric
Painting: Lascaux or the Birth of Art. In it Bataille examines death--the ""little death"" that follows sexual

climax, the proximate death in sadomasochistic practices, and death as part of religious ritual and sacrifice.
Georges Bataille was born in Billom, France, in 1897. He was a librarian by profession. Also a philosopher,
novelist, and critic he was founder of the College of Sociology. In 1959, Bataille began The Tears of Eros, and
it was completed in 1961, his final work. Bataille died in 1962.
Transgressive Devotion Natalie Wigg-Stevenson 2021-02-26 Academic theology is in need of a new genre.
In "Transgressive Devotion" Natalie Wigg-Stevenson articulates a theological vision of that genre as
performance art. She argues that theology done as performance art stops trying to describe who God is, and
starts trying to make God appear. Recognising that the act of studying theology or practicing ministry is
always a performance, where the boundaries between what we see, feel, experience and learn are not just
blurred but potentially invisible, Wigg-Stevenson brings together ethnographic theological fieldwork,
historical and contemporary Christian theological traditions, and performance artworks themselves. A daring
vision of theology which will energise anybody feeling ‘boxed in’ by the discipline, Transgressive Devotion
blurs borders between orthodoxy, heterodoxy and heresy to reveal how the very act of doing theology
makes God and humanity vulnerable to each other. This is theology which is a liturgy of Divine incantation. In
other words: this is theology which is also prayer.
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